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--The MAILING DATE of Wis communication appears on the cover sheet beneath tfie correspondence address^ 
Period for Reply "3^ 



_MONTH(S) FROM THE MAI UNG DATE 



ASHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE l_ 
OF THIS COMMUNICATION. : 

-Exlensionsof time may be available under.the provisionsof 37 CFB 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be tinrwly filed after SIX (6) MOMTHS 
from the mailing date of this communication. 

r If the period for t^ly spe^ above is less thari thirty (30) days, a:rep»y within the statutory ininimum of thirty (30) da^ will be oon^rad tirnely. 

- If NO period for P^ly is specified abov 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, b : 
Status 

□ Responsive to connmunication(s) filed on . ^ : — ^ '. — ^. 



□ This action is FIN AL. 

:Sinqe;th^^ application is in condition for allovvance except for fpnrnal matti9rs, :p as to the merfte Js cloi^ 

accordance with the practice under Ex parfe Qu^ 



DisppaKtion of Claims , 

Claim(s) . 



. is/are pending in the application. 



Of the above claim(s)- 
□ Claim(s)- 
a)laim(s)i 



■ is/are vvtthdrawn from consideration. 



?^aim(s) 



-is/are allowed. 



□ Claim(s)- 



is/are rejected. 
- is/are objected to. 



□ Claim(s)- 



- are subject to risstriction or election 
requirement. 
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Q^I^Th specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ Th oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Prf rity under 35 U.S.C.§ 119 (aHd) 

□ Acknowledgment is made of a daim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 11 9(a)-(d). 

□ All □ Some* □ None of tiie CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

□ raceh/ed. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number)^ 
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1. The incorporation of essential material in the specification 
by reference to a foreign application or patent, or to a 
publication is improper. Applicant is required to amend the 
disclosure to include the material incorporated by reference. 

The amendment must be accompanied by an affidavit or declaration 
executed by the applicant, or a practitioner representing the 
applicant, stating that the amendatory material consists of the 
same material incorporated by reference in the referencing 
application. See In re Hawkins, 486 F.2d 569, 179 USPQ 157 (CCPA 
1973); In re Hawkins, 486 F.2d 579, 179 USPQ 163 (CCPA 1973); and 
In re Hawkins, 486 F.2d 577, 179 USPQ 167 (CCPA 1973). 

2. The specification is objected to as failing to provide 
proper antecedent basis for the claimed subject matter. See 37 
CFR 1.75(d) (1) and MPEP § 608.01(o). Correction of the following 
is required: positioning sensor. 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 
U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims 
particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the subject 
matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point 
out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
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regards as the invention. There are several instances in which 
recitations lack proper antecedent basis. For example, "the 
vehicle body" (claim 1); "the left and right seat frames" (claim 
3) . Next, in claim 1, it is not clear what is meant by "the seat 
applied to the seat" . Claim 3 suffers the same problem. Also in 
claim 1, "is" on line 2 is not agreeable English. It is not 
clear what element the applicant is purport to be the positioning 
sensor. Clarification needed. 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless — 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention thereof 
by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another 
who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of 
section 371© of this title before the invention thereof by the applicant 
for patent. 

6. Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Blakesley. As best understood, Blakesley teaches 
a seat weight measuring apparatus (Figs. 1-5) comprising a load 
sensor 40 installed at one of location at which the seat is fixed 
to the vehicle body; a positioning sensor and a restraining 
mechanism (53A, 53B) . 

7. Claims 1-4 are rejected under '35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Oestreicher et al. As best understood. 
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Oestreicher et al. teaches a seat weight measuring apparatus 
(Figs. 1-5, 9, 10) comprising a^load sensor 14 installed at one 
of location at which the seat is fixed to the vehicle body; a 
positioning sensor and a restraining mechanism 44. 
8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Examiner 
Dickens whose telephone number is (703) 305-7047. Any inquiry of 
a general nature or relating to the status of this application 
should be directed to the receptionist or the customer service 
representative whose telephone numbers are (703) 308-0956 or 
(703) 308-4800 respectively. The fax numbers are (703) 305-3431 
and (703) 305-3432. 




